
1

Apollinian & dionysian

The Apollonian and Dionysian is a philosophical and literary 
concept, or dichotomy, based on certain features of ancient 
Greek mythology. 

In Greek mythology, Apollo and Dionysus are both sons of 
Zeus. Apollo is the god of the Sun, lightness, music, and 
poetry, while Dionysus is the god of wine, ecstasy, and 
intoxication. In the modern literary usage of the concept, the 
contrast between Apollo and Dionysus symbolizes 
principles of individualism versus wholeness, light versus 
darkness, or civilization versus primal nature. The ancient 
Greeks did not consider the two gods as opposites or rivals.
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Apollinian & dionysian

Apollo (Apollonian or Apollinian): the dream state or the 
wish to create order, principium individuationis (principle of 
individuation), plastic (visual) arts, beauty, clarity, stint to 
formed boundaries, individuality, celebration of appearance/
illusion, human beings as artists (or media of art's 
manifestation), self-control, perfection, exhaustion of 
possibilities, creation.

Dionysus (Dionysian): chaos, intoxication, celebration of 
nature, instinctual, intuitive, pertaining to the sensation of 
pleasure or pain, individuality dissolved and hence 
destroyed, wholeness of existence, orgiastic passion, 
dissolution of all boundaries, excess, human being(s) as the 
work and glorification of art, destruction.
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Late / High Renaissance. 



5







8



Vitruvian Renaissance
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Roman Classicism and its spread to the veneto
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Palazzo della Ragione   - Vicenza - (1546-1549)     
        



21Palazzo della Ragione
Vicenza - (1546-1549)     

        

Sansovino's Library in Venice
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palazzo chericati, vicenza
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‘palladio’
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The temple form  and the ideal villa
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• VILLA FOSCARI ("La Malcontenta") 43



• VILLA BARBARO ora Volpi
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• VILLA CORNARO ora Gable
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• VILLA EMO
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